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SAINT THOMAS THE APOSTLE SCHOOL
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Mission Statement

Saint Thomas the Apostle School educates minds and hearts through the integration of a challenging curriculum and a
firm faith in our Lord and our God. We do this for our students by supporting diversified achievements, respectful
leadership, and Christian service to God and Community.

And where there is God...

Catholic schools provide a community where students learn and grow as Jesus did in faith, knowledge, and compassion
for others. In this nurturing environment, students are given an opportunity to use his or her gifts and talents while
learning to appreciate the contributions of others. It is in serving others that our students learn to give of themselves and
practice the values they have been taught. We provide opportunities for personal prayer and pray together as a family on
a regular basis through our Masses, services, and daily prayers. Students are able to freely practice their faith and express
themselves in a way which encompasses all aspects of their lives. In addition to academic excellence, students are
encouraged to develop character and integrity through Christian values. This culture helps to prepare the children to
become successful and faithful in their professional and personal lives.

Saint Thomas the Apostle is proud to receive its accreditation by AdvancED of Colleges & Schools
Commission on Elementary Schools

ADMINISTRATION

PRINCIPAL. ...t e e e e Ms.Joanne Kowit
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ADMISSIONS INFORMATION FOR ALL NEW STUDENTS

An additional application for admissions can be found on our website under Registration. This form is also available in
the Admissions Office at St. Thomas the Apostle School, or please call 732-251-4000 Ext 8253 to have one sent to you.

An official acceptance letter will be sent to parents/guardians following the application process. It will then be necessary
to attend a registration session with the proper documentation. This includes all current St. Thomas families who are
registering new Preschool and/or Kindergarten students.

St. Thomas families registering returning students (grades 1-8) do not have to attend a registration session.
Registration for new Preschool, Kindergarten, and 1% through 8" grade students will take place in March.
AGE REQUIREMENTS
KINDERGARTEN STUDENTS Age must adhere to sending district’s age requirement.
PRE-K 4 YEAR OLD STUDENTS Age must adhere to sending district’s age requirement

for future Kindergarten program.

REQUIRED DOCUMENTS AND FEES

1. Birth Certificate: Please bring both a copy and the original Birth Certificate. The original Birth Certificate is
for verification of age, the copy is required for our files.

2. Copies of Sacrament Certificates are required for registration.
(Baptism, First Penance, First Communion and Confirmation).

3. Immunization Form Requirements: A physician signed immunization history is required for all new students.
Please note that the influenza vaccine is a requirement for all children between 6 and 59 months of age attending
preschool. Each child must receive at least one dose of the vaccine between September 1% and December 31 of
each year (1 dose annually required).

4. Bus Form (B6T)

5. Textbook Form

6. Registration Fee — $400. 00 per family (K-8). Pre-K Registration Fee - $125. Pre-K siblings do not qualify for the
multiple child tuition discount, however, the registration fee is waived.

RE-REGISTRATION FOR RETURNING STUDENTS (GRADES 1-8):
Download and return the Online Re-Registration Forms to your child’s homeroom teacher in an envelope marked
“Registration Forms.” The $400 registration fee should be paid online through Smart Tuition.



Fly

&O’ dI'd UNIFORM REQUIREMENTS AND PURCHASING INFORMATION
school Uniforms

St. Thomas School has a uniform policy for Kindergarten through 8" grade students. The

uniform requirements can be found on the Flynn & O’Hara website. http://www.flynnohara.com

Phone: 800-441-4122

Important General Information
e The Navy Fleece is optional, however, no other sweater or sweatshirt may be worn in the building
and it may be worn with both the uniform and the gym uniform.

= All students should have their names on the inside of their clothing (including outerwear),
backpacks, and lunch bags. Pre-K should have their name written on the outside of their
backpacks and lunch bags.

All students in grades K through 8 must be in full dress code upon entrance to school each day. The dress code is in effect
from September through June. Uniforms must be purchased through Flynn & O’Hara.

Pre-school:

Boys and Girls are not required to wear a uniform. They should wear safe, comfortable, closed-toe shoes at all
times and clothing that allows for tumbling and playtime. An extra set of clothing should be kept in a clear plastic
bag in the classroom (with child’s name on the outside).

Kindergarten and Grade 1

Belts and uniform shoes are not required with the summer or winter uniforms. Any safe, comfortable, and closed
toe style is acceptable. Sneakers are preferable. Please do not use tie shoes/sneakers until your son/daughter
has learned how to tie a shoe/sneaker.

Girls and Boys Winter Uniforms:

Navy plaid kilt (no more than 2 inches above knee) or navy pants.

Gray short or long-sleeved golf shirt (only the top button may be open).

Knee socks and tights must be navy, ankle or crew socks may be navy or white.
Navy Fleece (Optional).

Boys and Girls Grades K-8 Optional Summer Uniforms :

Navy skort (Girls), Navy shorts (Boys)
Solid colored black or white sneakers with black or white laces (optional only with skort or shorts).
Long- or short-sleeved gray golf shirt (only top button may be open).
Boys — shorts with belt loops require a solid color, dark, leather belt. Belts are not required for shorts with
elastic waists.
Summer Socks: (Girls) knee-hi, ankle, no-show, or crew socks - solid navy or white,
(Boys) no show, ankle or crew socks — solid navy or white.
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Hair Length, Earrings, Make-up, Polish, Skirt Length

The school expects the students to be clean and neat at all times. Boys haircuts — not on the collar and not
covering the ears or eyebrows. Specifically- hair must be short and combed. Both boys and girls may not

wear their hair in a manner that covers their eyes.
e Only girls may wear earrings and they must be studs (only in the lobes)

e Only clear nail polish is allowed
o No eye make-up is allowed (All grades)

School skirts/skorts may not be shorter than 2 inches above the knee

Grades K-8 Physical Education Uniform: (Flynn & O’Hara)
Navy, knee-length, mesh gym shorts
Gray t-shirt
Navy sweatpants

Black or white socks
Sneakers — Grades 2-8: Solid white or black with only black or white laces or Velcro. Please do not use ties

if your son/daughter cannot tie his/her own shoes
Navy Fleece (Optional)

Students may wear gym uniforms to school on their gym day unless directed to do otherwise.

Girls Shoes Grades 2 - 8"

bucks mocs mary janes

Boys Shoes - Grades 2 -8™"

mocs dress shoes bucks

Girls: Grades 5-8 PLAIN BLACK Toms/Bobs Classics

m
§
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Tuition and Fees Grades Kindergarten to 8

The continuing operation of St. Thomas School, since its establishment in 1959, is the result of
the cooperative effort of the Pastor, Faculty, and Parents of the St. Thomas community. Each
member of the school community must take on the obligation to do his/her specific share in
fulfilling the school’s total plan for financial self-reliance. Our plan calls for parents to fulfill
the following important responsibilities.

TUITION: CATHOLIC* NON-CATHOLIC

Monthly Annually Monthly Annually
1 Child $434 $4,774 1 Child $479 $5,269
2 Children $759 $8,349 2 Children $805 $8,855
3 or more children $977 $10,747 3 or more children $1,023 $11,253

*In order to qualify for the Catholic discount, parents must be registered at a Parish in the Diocese of Metuchen or
Trenton, use Sunday envelopes, and worship regularly at a Diocesan Church.

(Grade K-8 Tuition is paid in eleven monthly payments from July to May)

)

REGISTRATION FEES (Non-Refundable )
Grades K-8 $400 per family.

The Registration Fee is paid online through SMART Tuition. This fee secures your child(ren) a place in our school. It is
also necessary to offset the cost of the following:

All textbooks and supplementary aids Major materials in art and music

Any standardized tests Insurance for each student

Audio-visual programs and materials Computer /Internet fees

Classroom periodicals Miscellaneous office supplies
Tuition Billing

St. Thomas the Apostle uses SMART Tuition Services to collect tuition. Parents/Guardians are required to enroll
online at: www.enrollwithsmart.com. There are multiple payment choices, however, regardless of the payment plan, all
families are required to register.
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Family Service Initiative (FSI)

Our five weekly bingos have historically grossed between $250,000 and $300,000 per/yr. This represents an
approximate subsidy of $700-$900 for each child enrolled in St. Thomas School. The success of our weekly
bingos through the years borders on miraculous when compared to the same kind of efforts by other schools and
parishes. Generating this additional money allows our tuition to remain within reach for our families. Good
service by adequate staffing plays a large role in the success of our bingos.

STA’s tuition includes a discount for parents (husband/wife) or guardians who participate in our Service
Initiative. If families do not choose to volunteer, an additional $700 per year will be added to your tuition to
cover lost revenue. These hours include a choice between Bingo, Teacher Aides or Lunch Aides, Athletics or
Substitute Teachers (this must be by certified Substitutes).

Bingo Requirements: Each Family is responsible for working seven bingos per year.
Bingo Schedule: Tuesday and Thursday 9:00AM

Friday: 9:00PM & Midnight

Sunday 5:00PM

Upon registration each year, parents are given the opportunity to select the day that is most convenient. A
schedule of bingo staffing teams is compiled after registration. Bingo staffing assignments for the 2017-2018
school year begins July 1, 2017 and ends on June 30, 2018.

A minimum of three (3) bingos must be completed prior to January 1¥. Missed bingos without replacement will
be charged at a rate of $100 per bingo.

Anyone who encounters a conflict with their scheduled day/night should call the Chairperson and request a
schedule change. If a different day/night is requested, the Coordinator must be informed.

Prep Teacher: This requires an interview and confirmation with Prep Director, Deborah Yesis.
Teacher Aide Requirements: Teacher Aides are an integral part of the learning experience and an important
addition to our classrooms. This position requires an interview with the Principal and a commitment of one day

per week.

Lunch Time Volunteers: Requires helping in the cafeteria and during recess. The number of hours needed to
fulfill the Service Initiative varies.

Substitute Teacher: This position requires NJ Certification for Substitution (seven school days).



“LITTLE ANGELS” PRE-SCHOOL TUITION & FEES

The first few years of a child’s life is monumental in the development of
certain key domains: language and literacy, social and emotional growth,
and early mathematical concepts. At St. Thomas the Apostle, special
consideration is given to the developmental capacities of a young brain and
its potential as a precursor for future academic success.

All classrooms have Interactive White Boards for technological
opportunities.

The Pre-Kindergarten follows the St. Thomas School Calendar. Parents or guardians must select one of the following
attendance and tuition schedules upon registration of the child:
4 Year Old Programs

Recognizing that learning occurs through Multiple Intelligences guides the experiences of our Pre-School 4 year olds.
In addition to a comprehensive Kindergarten readiness program, technology, Spanish, movement, and music are
included to target age-appropriate cognitive growth while incorporating stimulating both free and directed play.

Child must be 4 in accordance with the sending district’s age requirement
Monthly  Annually

7:45 AM -2:00 PM Monday through Friday $ 582 $ 6,402
7:45 AM - 2:00 PM Monday, Wednesday and Friday $ 373 $4,103

PRE-KINDERGARTEN TUITION
(PRE-K Tuition is paid in eleven monthly payments from August to June)

3 Year Old Programs

Children learn fundamentally through play because learning is optimum when it is fun. The best way for our 3 year olds
to learn through play is with movement, exploration, music, and pre-reading lessons. Child must be toilet trained before
starting school.

3 Yr. olds 2 days per week  (Tuesday & Thursday)

Monthly Annually
7:45 AM —12:00 PM $ 145 $1,595
7:45 AM — 2:00 PM $ 273 $ 3,003
Tuition is paid in eleven monthly payments (August to June)
Registration of your child(ren) is a full year commitment.

Pre-K Registration Fee: $125.00 per family

Pre-Kindergarteners do not qualify for the elementary school multiple family discounts.

Families enrolling more than one child in Pre-K will receive a 20% discount.



ST. THOMAS BEFORE-CARE PROGRAM

A Before-Care School Program is available for children enrolled in St. Thomas School, Pre-K 4 through 8"
grade. It is supervised by a certified member of the STA faculty.

The Before-Care School Program operates each regular school day from 6:30am - 7:30am. It is held in the
Computer Lab, a classroom in the Middle School wing. Students should enter through the side door (#2).
Please ring the bell.
Registration for the Before-Care School Program takes place
in early September, during the first week of school. Registration is ongoing as needed.

BEFORE-CARE PROGRAM FEES

First Child: 6:30-7:30 am  $8 /per day
7:00-7:30 am  $4 /per day

Two or more children: 6:30-7:30 am  $10 /per day
7:00-7:30 am  $6 /per day




SAINT THOMAS THE APOSTLE AFTER CARE PROGRAM

The After Care Program was established to serve the special needs of our parents and guardians who require an
extended day for their children in a safe, structured, learning environment under the direction of a loving and
dedicated staff. It is available to all students in grades Pre-K 4 through 8th grades.

Activities:
2:00-3:00 pm Rest/Quiet Time and Snack (Peanut free provided by parent)
3:00-4:30 pm Homework supervised by a certified teacher
4:00-6:30 pm Fitness Room/Gym, Outdoor Play, Reading, Games, Technology

Hours: Full Days Early Dismissals
2:00-6:30 pm 12:20-6:30 pm

All students must be registered prior to attending After Care on a drop-in or regular basis. $25 per family non-
refundable registration fee is due with After Care registration form.

*After Care follows the regular school calendar. In the case of any emergency closing/early dismissal
parents/guardians must provide other arrangements.

Monthly Rates: 5 Days/Week 2:00-6:00 PM

1 Child $360/Month

2 Children $432/Month

3 or More Children $540/Month

Drop-in/Daily Rates: 1 Hour 2 Hours 3 Hours 4 to 4 1/2 Hours
1 Child $10 $16 $20 $24

2 Children $16 $20 $24 $30

3 or more Children $20 $24 $30 $36

Half Days: 12:20 pm Dismissals: 12:20 pm to 2:00 pm ($12 for 1 child, $18 per family).
At 2:00 pm the regular rates will begin.

** A $20 late pick-up fee will be assessed after 6:40 pm.

If interested, please contact: Ms. Pamela Tortorici, After Care Supervisor (732-762-4000 Ext 8258)



LANGUAGE ARTS, MATH, TECHNGNO

Grade Levels K- 6

Reading Wonders is the first and only reading program designed specifically for the Common Core State
Standards for Reading/Language Arts. Combining researdfased instructionwith new tools to meet
today's challenges, every component and every lesson is designed for effective and efficient CCSS
instruction.

The program provides unmatched support for

« Building a strong reading foundation

e Accessing complex text

« Finding and usng text evidence

« Engaging in collaborative conversations
e Writing to sources

Using a rich range of diverse print and digital media, Wonders provides the instructional support and
materials. It also offers 100% digital implementation.

GO Math!Kz8 Focused on the Common Core State Standards

GO Mathis the first K-8 math program written to fully support the Common
Core with the depth of instruction required for student success. It has a digital
and a Write-in Student Edition, students represent, alve, and explain—all in
one place

Technology

e Every Classroom is equipped wh an Interactive White Board

o Digital Technology Lab has new touch screen gh-one computers with keyboards
o Programs include: WebquestsTyping Tutor, Glogsters, Publisher, Power Point

e Connected Mc@w Hill On-Line Reading

e IXL Math and LA Welbased Program

e [Pads in Early Childhood, Kindles in Middle School

e Laptops in Science Lab



BUS TRANSPORTATION

Bus transportation (Kindergarten through 8" Grade) to St. Thomas School is provided by most municipalities, according
to New Jersey Law, provided certain distance requirements are met. Each municipality which provides busing has a
"Transportation Coordinator" who arranges the bus routes and schedule.

St. Thomas School provides parents with busing forms. All parents must complete the busing form (one form per
child), regardless of your intention to avail your child(ren) of this form of transportation. These forms must be
returned to the school immediately. This enables the school to submit to individual townships the necessary bus forms in
time for the transportation coordinators to determine the need for a bus in that area. If bus forms are not submitted
promptly, and a true count cannot be determined by these coordinators, you can and will lose your busing.

Not all municipalities provide bus transportation. Some will issue reimbursement allotments to parents who provide
transportation for their child(ren) throughout the year. A busing form must be completed by parent(s) who qualify for a
transportation reimbursement from their local municipality. Some municipalities, because of their geographic size, are not

obliged to provide transportation or reimbursement. The following is for your information:

Old Bridge Board of Education

Route 9 and Jake Brown Road

Old Bridge, NJ 08857
732-360-4502

Monroe Township Board of Education
423 Buckelew Ave.
Monroe, NJ 08831

732-521-2114

Monmouth-Ocean Educational Services Commission
900 Hope Road
Tinton Falls, NJ 07712

732-695-7839
(Colts Neck, Howell, Freehold, Manalapan,
Englishtown, Marlboro and Morganville)

East Brunswick Board of Education

760 Route 18

East Brunswick, NJ 08816
732-613-6740

South River Board of Education
15 Montgomery Street
South River, NJ 08882 732-613-4000

MARSD Transportation Department
One Crest Way

Aberdeen, NJ 07747 732-290-2735
(Matawan, Aberdeen)

Milltown Board of Education
80 Violet Terrace
Milltown, NJ 08850 732-828-0301

Millstone Board of Education — ATT: Transportation
18 Schoolhouse Road
Clarksburg, NJ 08510

732-446-2162

Holmdel Board of Education
Four Crawford Corner Road, P.O. Box 407
Holmdel, NJ 07733

732-946-6705

Spotswood Transportation

105 Summerhill Road

Spotswood, NJ 08884
732-723-2242

Sayreville Public Schools Transportation Office
P.O. Box 997
Sayreville, NJ 08872

732-525-5200

J & R Bus Company/Durham
(Independent company serving various towns)
11 Crowhill Road
Freehold, NJ 07728
732-577-1000



MIDDLE SCHOOL EXPERIENCE
Electives, House Program & Block Schedule

The Middle School House Program at St. Thomas the
Apostle is based on two essential beliefs:

The House System creates a connectedness to school and
community. Houses provide opportunities to reinforce
positive behaviors, participate in social and academic
competitions, create new friendships across grade levels,
and promote participation in leadership and service

1.Students need a connection between each other
and something bigger than themselves

2 Each child is born with a unique cognitive profile

activities. This, in turn, allows students to experience
both a sense of belonging, contribution, and safety. By
combining the theory of Multiple Intelligence, each
student can also feel a sense of self-acceptance.

The Theory of Multiple Intelligence, developed in 1983
by Howard Gardner, suggests that by limiting our notion
of intelligence to only Linguistics and Mathematics, we
miss providing opportunities to acknowledge and value
children (and adults) who possess innate gifts in other
intelligences: the musicians, artists, athletes, naturalists,
designers, mechanics, and others who enrich our world.

The details...

After completing intelligence profiles, students are
divided according to their strengths, with each
intelligence equally represented in a House. Students
name their own house, logos, and colors. Houses can
achieve points on both individual achievements and
group competitions and activities. Students are
encouraged to engage in random acts of kindness, and
“get caught doing something good” by any staff
member. The names of the point-earning winners are
written down, identified by House, and given to the

coordinators to tally and post once per/week. Group
activities, from dodge ball to science trivia games will
also allow students to accumulate points. Participation
in charity events and school sponsored extracurricular
activities can also gain points. At the end of the year, in
addition to a special prize, a trophy is awarded to the
house with the most points.

The Middle School Schedule The new Block
schedules provides certain advantages over traditional
schedules, such as fewer class interoms, more time
on task, and more in depth learning opportunities. All
subjects are taught in 60 minute blocks with various
days and classes per week.

A high priority has been given to Language Arts and
Math (300 minutes each per week) which allowrs f
teachers to use more procesgnted strategies.
Spanish, Physical Education, and Digital Technology
meet for 120 minutes per week

After School Clubs

Art Club The St. Thomas Art Club is open to students in
grades 1 through 8. The children experiment with
various media and learn about the lives and styles of
selected artists. There is a small fee for participation in
the Art Club.

... ALEADER IN ME SCHOOL

St. Thomas the Apostle is proud to be identified and
licensed as a Leader in Me school. This process,
originally identified by Steven Covey in The 7 Habits of
Highly Effective People, encourages us to create a
culture of leadership within our school so that our
students can gain confidence while learning essential life

skills.
&
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MUSIC DEPARTMENT
CHOIR

Choir is offered to any interested student in grades six
through eight. Rehearsals are held frequently during the
students’ lunch period.

The Grade 6-8 Choir performs at special events
throughout the year, at the school and parish. Students
do not need to audition; they only need to be eager to
participate!

BAND

Fundamental Music Instruction

Fundamental Music Instruction offers instrumental
music instruction to students in grades 3-8 on the
following instruments: flute, clarinet, saxophone,
trumpet, trombone, percussion, guitar and keyboard.

As students progress, we also offer oboe, piccolo, tenor
saxophone, French horn, baritone, and tuba lessons. All
instruments are available for rental, or you can provide
your own. Students take part in our concerts as well as
other performance opportunities, such as the Festival
Band, Traveling Band, and Honor Guard Band.

About Fundamental Music Instruction

Future Musicians Inc. has provided successful music
education programs in private and parochial schools
throughout the tri-state area since 1979. We have built a
tradition of excellence in music instruction with a strong
commitment to educational goals. Future Musicians
instructors are dedicated, degreed teachers of music. All
of our staff members attend a special orientation each
year before school begins, and they participate in teacher
meetings and workshops throughout the school year. In
addition to teaching lessons and band and holding
concerts in their own schools, our teachers also run our
special Honors and All-Star/All-State Band activities.

ATHLETICS

Baseball Team

The St. Thomas Angels Baseball team was established in
2009. The team is open to Grades 6-8 students of St.
Thomas the Apostle School. The league that St. Thomas
joined is the Shore Parochial Baseball League

Basketball Teams

The St. Thomas Angels Basketball teams were
established in September 2009. The team is currently
open to Grades 5-8 students of St. Thomas the Apostle
School. The league that St. Thomas joined is the
Northern Monmouth Parochial Basketball League. The
Junior Varsity team consists of students in grades 5- 6,
and a Varsity team consists of students in Grades 7-8.
Clinics are offered to younger grades as available.

The St. Thomas Angels girls varsity basketball
inaugural year was 2014. It now boasts a competitive
schedule and exciting talent.

Soccer Team

The St. Thomas Angels Soccer team was established in
September 2010. The league is co-ed and open to
students in grades 5-8 of St. Thomas the Apostle School.
St. Thomas is a charter member of the Mid-Jersey
Christian Schools Soccer League. Soccer clinics have
been held for grades Pre-K-8 for all students and will
continue as available.

Track Team Our popular track program returns this
year as we hope to build on our last year’s inaugural
season. Track is open to K-8 boys and girls.

After-School Clinics Offered: Grades K-5
Tennis, Hip Hop, Floor Hockey & Golf.



Drama Organizations

THE SAINT THOMAS BROADWAY-BOUND KIDS

The Saint Thomas Broadway-Bound Kids, the school drama club, is an outcome of GB Productions and The Saint
Thomas Players. In existence since 2002, the students have put on such productions as High School Musical. Aladdin,
Anything Goes, and Seussical Jr. The Saint Thomas Broadway-Bound Kids gives those students (grades 6, 7, & 8) in St.
Thomas an outlet for showcasing their acting, singing, and dancing talents, as well as building camaraderie and learning
what goes into producing a quality show.

GB Productions handles the technical side of the school productions (i.e. lighting, sound, sets, etc.). One of the unique
attributes of the St. Thomas drama club is that former graduates who have been involved in GB Productions/The Saint
Thomas Players and The Saint Thomas Broadway-Bound Kids return to help with choreography as well as other intricate
parts of the productions.

Many of our Saint Thomas graduates who were involved in the school drama club now have the confidence to participate
in fine arts programs and especially theater in their high school settings.
The Saint Thomas Broadway-Bound Kids has recently been granted funding from The Middlesex County Cultural and
Heritage Commission.

&
GB PRODUCTIONS & THE SAINT THOMAS PLAYERS
GB Productions is a non-profit organization that produces The Saint Thomas Players which is a *’ '
community theater. Since 1997 GB Productions has brought quality Broadway musicals to Saint
Thomas parishioners and its surrounding communities. GB strives to be the best in Community
Theater through total commitment to our guests by continuously exceeding theatrical
expectations. GB Productions is partially funded by grants through The Middlesex County
Cultural and Heritage Commission. GB announces auditions through local and regional
newspapers and mailings. GB is always looking for people to volunteer their time and talent to the
company. If interested in becoming part of GB Productions and The Saint Thomas Players, please call: 732-251-8323.




